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EXHIBITION PROGRAMMING YEAR 2015-2016 


Exhibition Title: RICHARD IBGHY & MARILOU LEMMENS. PUTTING LIFE TO WORK 
Organized by: Curator, Véronique Leblanc 
Artists: Richard Ibghy & Marilou Lemmens 


Exhibition Dates: February 18 — April 16, 2016 
Opening: Wednesday February 17, 5:30 — 7:30 pm 


Exhibition view. Photo : Paul Litherland 


EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION (Text taken from press release) 


Richard Ibghy & Marilou Lemmens’ art practice investigates the ways in which the economic 
sciences and the theories of management represent the world. It focuses on the influence of 
productivist logic on all spheres of human activity. 


The exhibition looks at the internalization of productivity by individuals in works realized since 
2009, including the new installation Each Number Equals One Inhalation and One Exhalation. 
The installations, sculptures, videos, and performative projects selected by the curator 
Véronique Leblanc examine the ways in which the injunction to perform affects the body— 
actions, thought, attitudes, language—from the point of view of work and life, two spheres that 
tend to be conflated within a model that many researchers refer to as “cognitive capitalism.” 
The works underline the physiological, subjective and cognitive dimensions of the body and is a 
central element in the artists’ critical stance against neoliberalism’s ideology. It is defined both 
as the site where the mechanisms of productivity are realized and as an agent of their disabling. 


Putting Life to Work is the first exhibition in Canada that examines Ibghy & Lemmens’ work in- 
depth. The artists were part of the last Montreal Biennial L’avenir (Looking Forward) and most 
recently the Istanbul Biennial SALTWATER: A Theory of Thought Forms. 
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS / SPECIAL EVENTS (free admission) 
* Opening. February 17, 5:30 — 7:30 pm. 


" Conversation: Richard Ibghy & Marilou Lemmens and Véronique Leblanc. March 1, 69m 
=" When Lexi Met Franc. March 19, 2-5pm 


PUBLICATIONS 


A brochure was produced for this exhibition. 
Distribution: English version (314), French version (286) 


A PDF of the curatorial essay within the brochure is available online: 
http://ellengallery.concordia.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/ARTISTIC-LABOUR-AS-A- 
COGNITIVE-LABORATORY_VL.pdf 


Ways of Thinking / Pistes des reflexions on-line versions were available via the Gallery’s website: 
http://ellengallery.concordia.ca/?page_id=410&lang=en 


PRESS REVIEW 


20 Shows We Want to See in 2016, canadianart.ca, 1 janvier 2016 
http://canadianart.ca/features/shows-we-want-to-see-in-2016/ 


Nicolas Mavrikakis, Dormez moins,bande de paresseux !, Le Devoir, March 5, 2016. 
http://www. ledevoir.com/culture/arts-visuels/464587/dormez-moins-bande-de-paresseux 


Number of days open to the public: 39 
Total Exhibition Attendance: 1301 
Total exhibition attendance (excluding events): 1032 


* This exhibition also included tours (See Education Final Report). 


DOCUMENTATION 


Digital images by Paul Litherland/Studio Lux. © Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery, Concordia University, 
Montreal. 
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LIST OF WORKS 


Each Number Equals One Inhalation and One Exhalation, 2016 
Installation and mixed media 


Diagrams Concerning the Representation of Human Time, 2009 
Silkscreens on paper 


The Many Ways to Get What You Want, 2011/2016 
Vinyl, latex paint 


Real failure needs no excuse, 2012 
Single-channel video projection, colour, sound, 23 min. 48 sec. 


Is there anything left to be done at all?, 2014/2016 
Multi-channels video installation, sound, and mixed media 
With the collaboration of Justine Chambers, Kevin Rodgers, Rodrigo Marti and Ryan Tong. 


Visions of a Sleepless World, 2014-2015 
Two channel video installation, 16 min. 21 sec. and 1 min. 56 sec. 
With the collaboration of Andrea Saemann. 
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Visions of a Sleepless World, 2014-2015 

Two channel video installation, 16 min. 21 sec. and 1 min. 56 sec. 
With the collaboration of Andrea Saemann. 


